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Swiss Section

Technical visit to the Bommersteintunnel  
and the 11th AGM, 21 April
Report by Chris Glättli

S W I S S  S E C T I O N

Digging, installing rebars, reinforcing and placement of new pipes 
along the Bommerstein tunnel.

Construction site on the west end of the tunnel, showing the dividing 
wall and the new arch shape of the deeper dug tunnel foot.

The Bommerstein tunnel is located in the north eastern 
part of Switzerland next to the Lake Walen (Walensee) 
and is operated by the Swiss Federal Railways SBB 
for the Line Zürich–Chur, with three trains per 
hour each way. 

The 450m tunnel was initially built in 1941 and required 
extensive work. This included updating to today’s operational 
safety regulations, ensuring stability and sealing of the arch, 
drainage system, introduction of a power rail system, adapting 
to the newest envelope for bigger trains, and replacement 
of ballast. Specifically, a new height requirement was a 
challenge and an additional 40cm had to be dug out on the 
bottom of the tunnel.

As this is the main line to Chur, the railway operation of SBB 
had to continue whilst SERSA was performing the work. 
This could be achieved thanks to introducing single-track 
operation in the double track tunnel. For this a cross over 
at Mols had to be inserted outside the tunnel and for safety 
reasons a wall was introduced in the middle of the tunnel to 
separate construction workers from the moving trains, and the 
maximum speed for the trains was lowered to 80km/h. Under 
these circumstances the construction site had no impact on 
the existing timetable. As one side was finished, construction 
and trains ‘swapped sides'.
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